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Petting Zoo • Pony Rides • Hands On Interaction

Birthday Parties and Special Events!

541-441-1617  facebook/farmlifepettingzoo

We Bring 
the Farm 
to You!



July - September  2025 • www.southernoregonfamily.com • 3  

Music4Kids Is Growing! 
Exciting Changes, New Name, 
and a Grand Reopening!
By Deborah Pratt, Music4Kids

Music4Kids is thrilled to announce a major milestone in our journey to inspire 
a love of music making in a family atmosphere.  With an opportunity to take 

on more space in our current location, our music school is expanding its facilities, 
planning a new name, and preparing for a grand reopening celebration you won’t 
want to miss!
A New Name Coming Soon!

Since opening at our current location in 2018, Music4Kids has grown 
tremendously. We now serve students of all ages, including adults! To better reflect 
who we are today, we are planning a name change and are inviting suggestions 
from our current students and families as well as anyone else who is interested in 
sending a suggestion to email@music4kids.com. We will review all the ideas and 
select the final name, which we’ll announce in July.

Expanded Space and Programs
Our expansion means we’ll 

occupy the entire top floor of 
our current location at 141 NW 
C Street, plus our first floor 
piano studio. The new space will 
include a dedicated vocal and 
choral room, more room for piano 
classes, and a space for each of our 
talented instructors to call their 
own. These improvements allow 
us to welcome more students and 
offer enriched programs designed 
to foster a lifelong love of music.

Music Programs
Our curriculum continues to serve a wide age range—starting from birth and 

extending into adulthood. We offer **Kindermusik** classes for children aged 
0-7, fostering early development through movement, singing, and instrument 
exploration. These classes are perfect for nurturing a love of music from the very 
beginning.

Students aged 8-18 can participate in our Youth Ensemble where singers, 
accompanied by our teachers and advancing instrumental students, learn proper 
vocal technique, learn to sing in harmony, and gain valuable performance 
experience in a variety of musical styles.

Our Individualized Group Piano classes for ages 7-18  will take place in our new 
larger piano lab equipped with digital pianos and headphones.  These students get a 

full hour with the teacher who works with each student individually while others work 
on their music in preparation for the teacher to listen.  The class often includes a group 
music game which brings a fun sense of camaraderie among the students.
Private Lessons

Our lesson program features personalized instruction in piano, voice, violin, 
cello, guitar, bass guitar, ukulele, drums, and saxophone. Our qualified teachers 
tailor lessons to meet your goals. Our friendly, supportive approach helps students 
master their instruments while gaining confidence and playing their favorite music.

Mark Your Calendar for Our 
Grand Reopening!

To celebrate we’re hosting 
a grand reopening event in early 
September. The event will be a 
fun-filled day with fun activities, 
live performances, facility tours, 
Kindermusik mini-classes, free 
trial lessons, and special offers 
on lessons and enrollment. It’s 
a perfect opportunity to see our 
expanded space and experience the 
joy of music with us.  Stay tuned 
for more details—we can’t wait 
to celebrate with you and help you 
discover the transformative power 
of music!
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DESIGNS
that

SHINE!

illumination
graphics

Call 541.862.7021

Let us provide eye-
catching, affordable 

designs of all kinds for 
your company.

• Brochures • Logo Design
• Newsletters • Ads
• And much more!

Mention SO Family for 
20% DISCOUNT

on first order

Book your portrait session now!
Specializing in Maternity/Newborn Sessions 

Studio and Outdoor Available
(541) 660-1452

Animal
Encounters

Safari Grill  
Restaurant Rentals

Party/Banquet

Scan for info 
or tickets!

FOLLOW OUR ADVENTURES!

JUST OFF I-5 EXIT 119 • 541-679-6761

WILDLIFESAFARI.NET

EXPERIENCE

RIGHT HERE IN DOUGLAS COUNTY

Drive Thru
Safari

Free Safari
Village

Open 363
Days a year

Next issue:
 Oct. ‘25-Jan. ‘26

Harvest & Holidays!
Deadline September 20th

SEE US ONLINE
Southernoregonfamily.com

CONTACT US
sofamily@riousa.com

Cover Photo by Heather P Photography
 



July - September  2025 • www.southernoregonfamily.com • 5  



6 • www.southernoregonfamily.com • July - September  2025

compiled from “Parenting Together” Vol 4 Issue 9 
by Diana Bennington, Community Resources Specialist

As we plunge into the chaos of summer fun and then the “back-to-

school” season, make sure to carve out some time for your family 

to discuss changes ahead of time, and learn what to expect before school 

starts. Sometimes, just talking about the positive and negative impacts of 

change, can help ease any fear, anxiety, or worry that you or your child may 

be experiencing. If we can be successful in reframing the back-to-school 

chaos, we may begin to see the change as opportunity for learning, social 

interactions, and fun!

When you think about back-to-school, you may begin to picture traditional 

images of school buses, classrooms, desks, backpacks, and calculators. Yet, 

much of the learning that takes place for school happens on the playground 

and in social settings. How your child relates to others in an unstructured 

social setting is just as important (if not more important) than their ability 

to tell you what 3 + 5 is. Research shows that social-emotional skills are 

important for school success. With that in mind, use your summer to do fun, 

social things and get connected.

With all the hype surrounding summer and back-to-school it is easy to 

overthink it and overbook it. In addition to the daily grind with school and 

work, many parents feel motivated to top it off with a few extracurriculars 

(sports, music lessons, etc.). These are great activities for children, but if you 

or your child starts to feel overwhelmed, take a step back, ask for help, and 

create changes that work for your family. Remember, it is important to focus 

on self-care, too, so that you can be the parent you want to be!

Summer Fun and Back to School

Happy Summer!
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By John “THE BUG GUY” Jackson – BUGS-R-US Educational Services, BugsRUs.org

 

Summer is that FLOWERY time of year and we ALL know who
LOVES flowers…..BEES! 

 Bees are one of world’s most IMPORTANT pollinators! 
 Roughly 1 of 3 mouthfuls of YOUR EVERDAY FOOD comes from 

bees!  Without bees some of our most-eaten foods wouldn’t grow. Plants 
that are pollinated by bees include apples, potato, mango, onion, plum, 
cauliflower, almonds, peaches, watermelon, pears, oranges, coffee, 
cucumber, pumpkin, corn and carrots.  Honey bees pollinate more than 
100 different crops in the U.S. 
DID YOU KNOW: 

A single bee makes about 1/12 of a teaspoon of honey in her lifetime•
which is around 6 weeks!

There are more than 20,000 different species of bees.•

•The average beehive can
have around 50,000 bees.

•In one nectar collection
trip, a bee visits 50 to 100
flowers.

•Honey bees fly at a speed
of around 18 miles per
hour and beat their wings
200 times per second.

•Over the past 18 years,
colonies of bees have been disappearing, and the reason remains a 
mystery. In some places, up to 90% of bees have disappeared.

How can we help bees? 
The good news is that we can make a difference and can support 

bees. One thing we can do in our own backyard is to grow plants that 
bees love, to give them an important source of food. Also, buy 
organically-grown fruit and veggies, and grow some of your own, so you 
know that pesticides haven’t been used. 

 Bees like to drink water, too.  Sometimes you’ll see them at a 
birdbath or at the edges of a pond or lake.  If you find a bee stranded in 
the water, help it out by picking it up with a stick and placing it 
somewhere safe! Bees need us now just as much as we need them! 
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Bees need us just as much as 
we need them!
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Bees need us just as much as 
we need them!

SOUTHERN OREGON DANCE CENTER
“Southern Oregon’s experts in contemporary dance”  SODance News

SUMMER DANCE SESSION:  July 28-Aug 21st 
FALL Dance Registration opens August 15th!

Fall Classes start September 8th.

Classes for ages 5-18 in Kids Combo, Hip Hop, Jazz, Contemporary, 
Technique, Ballet + Pointe, Tap, Acro and more! 

Beginner through pre-professional levels

Click the “Classes” menu tab to hold a spot
SouthernOregonDanceCenter.org
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SUMMER CAMP 2025!SUMMER CAMP 2025!

Weekly Themes
Ages 5-13
Starts June 9th, Mon-Fri 9am to 6pm

541.955.CLUB EXT 2
2160 NW Vine St Grants Pass

Cool off at a 
local Splash Pad 
Spray Park
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