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SOUTHERN OREGON DANCE CENTER
“Southern Oregon’s experts in contemporary dance”  SODance News

SUMMER DANCE SESSION:  July 211st-Aug 200th 
FALL Dance Registration opens August 15th!

Fall Classes start September 8th.

Classes for ages 5-18 in Kids Combo, Hip Hop, Jazz, Contemporary, 
Technique, Ballet + Pointe, Tap, Acro and more! 

Beginner through pre-professional levels

Click the “Classes” menu tab to hold a spot
SouthernOregonDanceCenter.org
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Summer Camps 
   and Learning
        by Immersion

Can summer offer valuable learning opportunities while still being en-
joyable—and a welcome break from the school-year schedule? Yes.

A single week of summer camp can provide a fun, highly effective ex-
perience that isn’t possible during the school year.

Language immersion programs are known as one of the most effective 
ways to learn a language. These programs, such as study abroad experienc-
es and intensive language courses from organizations like Rosetta Stone 
and Berlitz, help people learn a language faster by surrounding them with 
it and giving them constant real-life practice.

This same idea applies to summer camps. With participants engaged 
daily in camp activities for hours at a time, summer camps have the poten-
tial to offer the same benefits: significant and rapid progress. This is true for 
all education-based summer camps, but especially for music camps. Music 
is a language in itself, with its own patterns, structure, and expressive vo-
cabulary that, like a spoken language, are best learned through listening, 
imitation, and active use.

A summer music camp is a great way to get started on a new instrument. 
Students who begin with weekly lessons make steady progress, but it is 
often slow at first, and there’s often a lot of time between lessons to for-
get instructions or develop habits that need correcting. A week-long camp 
changes that completely.

Participants are playing and learning every day, so skills build on each 
other without losing momentum. Students get more repetition and more 
guidance, along with immediate feedback. That combination helps them 
progress faster. By the end of the week, they come home more confident, 
more motivated, and excited to keep playing.

Research shows that children learn music much like they learn lan-
guage—by listening, imitating, and doing.

That’s what makes a music summer camp so powerful: participants are 
playing, listening, and making music for several hours each day. They’re 
fully immersed, and things start to click much faster.

Enroll your child in a summer music camp. In just one week, your child 
can build skills, grow in confidence, and come away with an excitement for 
music that continues long after the camp ends.

For more information visit soschoolofmusic.com or call 541.226.2300

By Deborah Pratt, M.A. in music education
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DESIGNS
that

SHINE!

illumination
graphics

Call 541.862.7021

Let us provide eye-
catching, affordable 

designs of all kinds for 
your company.

• Brochures • Logo Design
• Newsletters • Ads
• And much more!

Mention SO Family for
20% DISCOUNT

on fi rst order

Book your portrait session now!
Specializing in Maternity/Newborn Sessions 

Studio and Outdoor Available
(541) 660-1452

Next issue:  July-Sept 2026. Deadline: June 20th

Summer Fun &
Back to School!

Contact Us!
sofamily@riousa.com
SouthernOregonFamily.com
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Contact Us!
sofamily@riousa.com

Southernoregonfamily.com
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Old fashioned Summer Camp-Pony rides, jump house, arts & 
crafts, face painting & puppet fun!

La-Tea-Da events
Social Skills • Etiquette • Poise • Confidence

541-660-5962

Gracious Me Academy - 
Social Skills that Last a Lifetime!

Manners Matter!
Social Skills for Superheroes!



April - June,  2026 • www.southernoregonfamily.com • 9  



10 • www.southernoregonfamily.com • April - June 2026

At Britt, music isn’t just something you listen to—it’s something fami-
lies can experience together. Through its Education and Engagement 

programs, Britt offers a wide range of opportunities for kids, teens, and 
their families to explore creativity, build confidence, and discover the joy 
of music.

For their youngest audience members, Britt’s Kids Concerts are a won-
derful introduction to live music. Designed especially for those with kids 
under 10, these admission-free performances are fun, interactive, and wel-
coming for first-time concertgoers. Kids and their adults can sing along, 
dance, and participate alongside incredible artists from all over the U.S. 
It’s a relaxed environment where curiosity is encouraged and where young 
audiences can experience the magic of live performance in a way that feels 
fun and accessible.

For teens and tweens, Britt offers learning opportunities like Rock 
Camp, a week-long summer program. Under the mentorship of an impres-
sive, professional faculty, participants form bands, learn instruments, write 
songs, design band logos, and perform in a final showcase. Along the way, 
they gain valuable life skills, from teamwork and communication to cre-
ative problem-solving, while discovering the excitement of making music 
together.

Britt also hosts workshops and masterclasses, allowing people of all 
ages the opportunity to learn from visiting artists and professional musi-
cians. These events offer a supportive learning environment, new perspec-

tives, and personalized instruction that can inspire the next generation of 
performers and music lovers.

“At its heart, Britt’s Education and Engagement programming is about 
building community through the arts.” Says Rachel Jones, Director of Ed-
ucation and Engagement at Britt. “By creating welcoming spaces for chil-
dren and families to explore music, take creative risks, and collaborate with 
others, Britt is helping to nurture a lifelong love of creativity, and ensures 
that the joy of music continues for generations to come”.

Learn more about Britt and it’s full programming at britt.org

Growing Curious Minds 
Through Art & Music
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